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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 ,2,4-6,9-12,14-16, 19&20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yoshinobu et al (US 5,686,954). 

Regarding claim-1 , Yoshinobu et al disclose a program information broadcasting 
system for broadcasting information of the kinds of each of programs to be broadcast 
and information of elements included in a program and a receiving device capable of 
easily reserving a program by using program schedule data displayed by the program 
information display method, comprising: 

a) reservation controller for recording a plurality of desired programs on a 
recording medium so as to reserve in advance a playback order of the plurality of 
recorded programs (see Fig.10&20; system control section 100 of Fig. 10; col.28, line 35 
to col.29, line 50); 

b) creator for creating a user original program guide on the basis of the playback 
oeder reserved by the reservation controller (see col.23, line 61 to col.24, line 25; and 
col.30, lines 10-47); 
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c) reproducer for playing back the plurality of recorded programs in order based 
on the program guide (see Fig.10,1 1&21 ; remote control commander 90; system control 
section 1 00; col.30, line 37 to col.31 , line 27). 

Regarding claim 2, Yoshinobu et al disclose playback order controller for 
automatically controlling the playback order of the plurality of recorded programs on the 
basis of at least one of the playback order reserved by the reservation controller and a 
log of executed playback (see Fig.10&1 1 ; system control section 100; col.30, line 37 to 
col.31 , line 27), here examiner reads the claimed log of executed playback as the user 
selected list of reserved recorded programs to be played back in a playback order as 
desired by the user. 

Regarding claim 4, Yoshinobu et al disclose display for displaying the program 
guide in correspondence with program guide display operation (see Fig. 10, CRT display 
75; col.30, lines 37-67), see the list as shown in Fig.22B as the information regarding 
the recorded contents prepared based on the UTOC information. 

Regarding claim 5, the claimed limitations of claim 5 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 6, the claimed limitations of claim 6 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 2 above. 
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Regarding claim 9, the claimed limitations of claim 9 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 10, the claimed limitations of claim 10 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 4 above. 

Regarding claim 11, the claimed limitations of claim 11 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 12, the claimed limitations of claim 12 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 2 above. 

Regarding claim 14, the claimed limitations of claim 14 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 10 above. 

Regarding claim 15, the claimed limitations of claim 15 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. 



Regarding claim 16, the claimed limitations of claim 16 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 12 above. 
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Regarding claim 19, the claimed limitations of claim 19 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 9 above. 

Regarding claim 20, the claimed limitations of claim 20 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 10 above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3,7,8,1 3,1 7&1 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding cliam 3, the invention relates to information recording/playback 
apparatus which records a plurality of desired programs on a recording medium, 
reserves in advance the playback order of the plurality of recorded programs, creates a 
user original program guide on the basis of the reserved playback order, and plays back 
the plurality of recorded programs in an order based on the program guide. 

The closest reference Yoshinobu et al disclose a program information 
broadcasting system for broadcasting information of the kinds of each of programs to be 
broadcast and information of elements included in a program and a receiving device 
capable of easily reserving a program by using program schedule data displayed by the 
program information display method. 
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However, Yoshinobu et al fail to explicitly disclose a playback apparatus, where 
the apparatus comprises playback mode selector for selecting a manual playback mode 
or automatic playback mode in correspondence with mode selection operation, 
playback start instructor for instructing playback start in correspondence with playback 
start operation, setter for setting a playback start time in correspondence with playback 
start time input operation, and playback controller for starting playback of the plurality of 
recorded programs in the order based on the program guide when the manual playback 
mode is selected by the selector and the playback start is instructed by the playback 
start instructor, and starting playback of the plurality of recorded programs in the order 
based on the program guide when the automatic playback mode is selected by the 
selector and the playback start time set by the setter comes. 

Regarding cliam 7, the invention relates to information recording/playback 
apparatus which records a plurality of desired programs on a recording medium, 
reserves in advance the playback order of the plurality of recorded programs, creates a 
user original program guide on the basis of the reserved playback order, and plays back 
the plurality of recorded programs in an order based on the program guide. 

The closest reference Yoshinobu et al disclose a program information 
broadcasting system for broadcasting information of the kinds of each of programs to be 
broadcast and information of elements included in a program and a receiving device 
capable of easily reserving a program by using program schedule data displayed by the 
program information display method. 
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However, Yoshinobu et al fail to explicitly disclose a playback apparatus, where 
the apparatus comprises playback mode selector for selecting a manual playback mode 
or automatic playback mode in correspondence with mode selection operation, 
playback start instructor for instructing playback start in correspondence with playback 
start operation, setter means for setting a playback start time in correspondence with 
playback start time input operation, and playback controller for starting playback of the 
recorded programs in the playback order reserved by reservation controller when the 
manual playback mode is selected by the selector and the playback start is instructed 
by the playback start instructor, and starting playback of the recorded programs in the 
playback order reserved by the reservation controller when the automatic playback 
mode is selected by the selector and the playback start time set by the setter comes. 

Regarding cliam 8, the invention relates to information recording/playback 
apparatus which records a plurality of desired programs on a recording medium, 
reserves in advance the playback order of the plurality of recorded programs, creates a 
user original program guide on the basis of the reserved playback order, and plays back 
the plurality of recorded programs in an order based on the program guide. 

The closest reference Yoshinobu et al disclose a program information 
broadcasting system for broadcasting information of the kinds of each of programs to be 
broadcast and information of elements included in a program and a receiving device 
capable of easily reserving a program by using program schedule data displayed by the 
program information display method. 
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However, Yoshinobu et al fail to explicitly disclose a playback apparatus, where 
the apparatus comprises playback order controller for automatically controlling the 
playback order of the plurality of recorded programs on the basis of at least one of the 
playback order reserved by the reservation controller and a log of executed playback, 
playback mode selector for selecting a manual playback mode or automatic playback 
mode in correspondence with mode selection operation, playback start instructor for 
instructing playback start in correspondence with playback start operation, setter for 
setting a playback start time in correspondence with playback start time input operation, 
and playback controller for starting playback of the plurality of recorded programs in the 
playback order reserved by reservation controller when the manual playback mode is 
selected by the selector and the playback start is instructed by the playback start 
instructor, and starting playback of the plurality of recorded programs in the playback 
order reserved by the reservation controller when the automatic playback mode is 
selected by the selector and the playback start time set by the setter comes. 

Regarding claim 13, the invention relates to information recording/playback 
apparatus which records a plurality of desired programs on a recording medium, 
reserves in advance the playback order of the plurality of recorded programs, creates a 
user original program guide on the basis of the reserved playback order, and plays back 
the plurality of recorded programs in an order based on the program guide. 

The closest reference Yoshinobu et al disclose a program information 
broadcasting system for broadcasting information of the kinds of each of programs to be 
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broadcast and information of elements included in a program and a receiving device 
capable of easily reserving a program by using program schedule data displayed by the 
program information display method. 

However, Yoshinobu et al fail to explicitly disclose a playback method, where the 
method comprises the steps of starting playback of the plurality of recorded programs 
on the program guide created in the step of creating a user original program guide on 
the basis of the reserved playback order when a manual playback mode is selected and 
playback start is instructed, and starting playback of the plurality of recorded programs 
in the order based on the program guide created in the step of creating a user original 
program guide on the basis of reserved playback order when an automatic playback 
mode is selected and a preset playback start time comes. 

Regarding claim 17, the invention relates to information recording/playback 
apparatus which records a plurality of desired programs on a recording medium, 
reserves in advance the playback order of the plurality of recorded programs, creates a 
user original program guide on the basis of the reserved playback order, and plays back 
the plurality of recorded programs in an order based on the program guide. 

The closest reference Yoshinobu et al disclose a program information 
broadcasting system for broadcasting information of the kinds of each of programs to be 
broadcast and information of elements included in a program and a receiving device 
capable of easily reserving a program by using program schedule data displayed by the 
program information display method. 
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However, Yoshinobu et al fail to explicitly disclose a playback method, where the 
method comprises the steps of starting playback of recorded programs on the basis of 
the playback order reserved in the step of reserving recording of desired programs and 
a playback order of the recorded programs when a manual playback mode is selected 
and playback start is instructed, and starting playback of the recorded programs on the 
basis of the playback order reserved in the step of reserving recording of desired 
programs and a playback order of the recorded programs when an automatic playback 
mode is selected and a preset playback start time comes. 

Regarding claim 18, the invention relates to information recording/playback 
apparatus which records a plurality of desired programs on a recording medium, 
reserves in advance the playback order of the plurality of recorded programs, creates a 
user original program guide on the basis of the reserved playback order, and plays back 
the plurality of recorded programs in an order based on the program guide. 

The closest reference Yoshinobu et al disclose a program information 
broadcasting system for broadcasting information of the kinds of each of programs to be 
broadcast and information of elements included in a program and a receiving device 
capable of easily reserving a program by using program schedule data displayed by the 
program information display method. 

However, Yoshinobu et al fail to explicitly disclose a playback method, where the 
method comprises the steps of controlling the playback order of the recorded programs 
on the basis of at least one of the playback order reserved in the step of reserving 
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recording of desired programs and a playback order of the recorded programs and a log 
of executed playback, starting playback of the recorded programs on the basis of the 
playback order reserved in the step of reserving recording of desired programs and a 
playback order of the recorded programs when a manual playback mode is selected 
and playback start is instructed, and starting playback of the recorded programs on the 
basis of the playback order reserved in the step of reserving recording of desired 
programs and a playback order of the recorded programs when an automatic playback 
mode is selected and a preset playback start time comes. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lee et al (US, 5,654,944) teach a method of reproducing a 
reserved program in which searching time , associated with reproducing a reserved 
program, is reduced, and a compact disc player adopting the method. 

Yang (US 5,270,829) a method of automatically reserve-recording and reserve- 
playing back a broadcast program, including recording broadcast programs such as 
news, education and language programs from a television or a radio broadcast at a 
particular time and automatically playing back the recorded programs at a time specified 
by a user. 

Nozaki et al (US 6,501,727) teach a recording medium and recording/playback 
apparatus capable of recording and reproducing recording reservation information, 
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including an apparatus which can be effectively incorporated into a digital video disk 
recording/playback apparatus. 

Inuoe et al (US 6,185,360) teach an information receiving method capable of 
recording by reservation and an information receiving apparatus using the same 
method. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




" lames J. Groody 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
ArtUniU&d^tf? 
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